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Pre reading





Do you believe in dragons?


Do you believe in UFOs?


Do you believe in ghosts?


Do you believe in mermaids?


Do you believe in fairies?


What would it take for you to believe in fairies?





Read this passage about the Cottingley fairies and answer the questions that follow.





One summer in  a place called Cottingley which is a village in the North of England, two young girls, Elsie Wright and her cousin Frances Griffiths, borrowed Elsie’s father’s camera, without asking for permission, and proceeded to take some photographs of themselves with some fairies at the glen near their home. The year was 1917.





The film was developed by Elsie’s father and he sent the photograph (below) to London for verification that it was real.
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These photographs were examined and pronounced to be genuine by a leading expert of photography at the time. This caught the attention of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, the writer of Sherlock Holmes, and he saw the photographs as evidence of what his own father had stated he had seen all his life ‘Fairies’.





Sir Arthur went to Cottingley and gave the girls two state of the art cameras and asked them to go out and take some more photographs of the fairies. The girls readily agreed to do so. This is one of the photographs that they took.
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The photographs were published in a magazine by Sir Arthur, but he left out the girls’ true identities and the name of the village. However, the newspapers of the time, did not let it go at that and they sent reporters to the North of the country to find the location along with the names of the girls in the photos. Once they had achieved this, they published the information  and thousands of people from all over England went to Cottingley to look for  the fairies.





Many people said that they had seen the fairies in Cottingley and many that had not said that they believed that they existed. Even the great escape artist, Harry Houdini, (The David Copperfield of the day) who was a close friend of Sir Arthur’s, said that he believed the girls were telling the truth. 





With the photographic evidence they had, who would not have believed that fairies existed?








Discussion





Do you believe that the photographs are genuine?


If the photographs are fake, how do you think they did it?


Why do you think so many people went to Cottingley to look for fairies?


Why do you think Sir Arthur Conan Doyle believed the girls?





Tick the correct answer:





Cottingley is a…


____Glen in the North of England.


____village in the North of England.


____town in the North of England.





Elsie and Frances…


____lent Elsie’s father a camera.


____borrowed a photograph from Elsie’s father.


____borrowed a camera from Elsie’s father.





3. Elsie and Frances…


____took some photographs of themselves with a Glen.


____took some photographs of themselves in a Glen with some fairies.


____took some photographs of themselves with some fairies and a man called Glen.





The photographs were pronounced as…


____fakes by a leading expert.


____falsified by a leading expert


____real by a leading expert.





Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s father was…


____a believer of fairies.


____completely mad.


____a fairy.





People…


____did not believe the fairies were real.


____ believed that the photographs of the fairies were real.


____thought the photographs were not genuine.








Do you believe in fairies now?


Read the next passage before you make up your mind


Cottingley Fairies (Part two)
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The photographs that Elsie and Frances took were definitely genuine, however,  the fairies were certainly fake. The fairies were cardboard cut-outs taken from, what was then, a popular children's book, Princess Mary's Gift Book. 





Sir Arthur Conan Doyle championed the pictures as authentic, and brought them the publicity they received almost single-handedly. It is said that Sir Arthur believed they were real as soon as he heard about them, without even wishing to look at them first.





Later in life, Elsie Wright said that she could not believe their "little joke" could have possibly fooled so many people for so many years. However, she still claimed that she had really seen fairies in Cottingley Glen.
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