Word facts about English





'supercalifragilisticexpialidocious' (34 letters) is regarded as one of the longest words in English. Definition: The title of a song from the film 'Mary Poppins'





The longest word usually found in a normal English dictionary is:


Antidisestablishmentarianism (28 letters) n. opposition to the withdrawal of state support or recognition from an established church, esp. the Anglican church in 19th century England 





The longest word in the English language is the full chemical name for tryptophan synthetase, a protein (an enzyme with 267 amino acids) which is 1,913 letters, and is spelt:





methionylglutaminylarginyltyrosylglutamylserylleucylphenylalanylalanylglutaminylleucyllysylglutamylarginyllysylglutamylglycylalanylphenylalanylvalylprolylphenylalanylvalylthreonylleucylglycylaspartylprolylglycylisoleucylglutamylglutaminylserylleucyllysylisoleucylaspartylthreonylleucylisoleucylglutamylalanylglycylalanylaspartylalanylleucylglutamylleucylglycylisoleucylprolylphenylalanylserylaspartylprolylleucylalanylaspartylglycylprolylthreonylisoleucylglutaminylasparaginylalanylthreonylleucylarginylalanylphenylalanylalanylalanylglycylvalylthreonylprolylalanylglutaminylcysteinylphenylalanylglutamylmethionylleucylalanylleucylisoleucylarginylglutaminyllysylhistidylprolylthreonylisoleucylprolylisoleucylglycylleucylleucylmethionyltyrosylalanylasparaginylleucylvalylphenylalanylasparaginyllysylglycylisoleucylaspartylglutamylphenylalanyltyrosylalanylglutaminylcysteinylglutamyllysylvalylglycylvalylaspartylserylvalylleucylvalylalanylaspartylvalylprolylvalylglutaminylglutamylserylalanylprolylphenylalanylarginylglutaminylalanylalanylleucylarginylhistidylasparaginylvalylalanylprolylisoleucylphenylalanylisoleucylcysteinylprolylprolylaspartylalanylaspartylaspartylaspartylleucylleucylarginylglutaminylisoleucylalanylseryltyrosylglycylarginylglycyltyrosylthreonyltyrosylleucylleucylserylarginylalanylglycylvalylthreonylglycylalanylglutamylasparaginylarginylalanylalanylleucylprolylleucylasparaginylhistidylleucylvalylalanyllysylleucyllysylglutamyltyrosylasparaginylalanylalanylprolylprolylleucylglutaminylglycylphenylalanylglycylisoleucylserylalanylprolylaspartylglutaminylvalyllysylalanylalanylisoleucylaspartylalanylglycylalaylalanylglycylalanylisoleucylserylglycylserylalanylisoleucylvalyllysylisoleucylisoleucylglutamylglutaminylhistidylasparaginylisoleucylglutamylprolylglutamyllysylmethionylleucylalanylalanylleucylysylvalylphenylalanylvalylglutaminylprolylmethionyllysylalanylalanylthreonylarginylserine 





Shown below is a 1,185-letter chemical term for "Tobacco Mosaic Virus, Dahlemense Stain." This word has appeared in the American Chemical Society's Chemical Abstracts and is considered by some to be the longest real word. 





ACETYLSERYLTYROSYLSERYLISOLEUCYLTHREONYLSERYLPROLYLSERYLGLUTAMINYLPHENYLALANYLVALYLPHENYLALANYLLEUCYLSERYLSERYLVALYLTRYPTOPHYLALANYLASPARTYLPROLYLISOLEUCYLGLUTAMYLLEUCYLLEUCYLASPARAGINYLVALYLCYSTEINYLTHREONYLSERYLSERYLLEUCYLGLYCYLASPARAGINYLGLUTAMINYLPHENYLALANYLGLUTAMINYLTHREONYLGLUTAMINYLGLUTAMINYLALANYLARGINYLTHREONYLTHREONYLGLUTAMINYLVALYLGLUTAMINYLGLUTAMINYLPHENYLALANYLSERYLGLUTAMINYLVALYLTRYPTOPHYLLYSYLPROLYLPHENYLALANYLPROLYLGLUTAMINYLSERYLTHREONYLVALYLARGINYLPHENYLALANYLPROLYLGLYCYLASPARTYLVALYLTYROSYLLYSYLVALYLTYROSYLARGINYLTYROSYLASPARAGINYLALANYLVALYLLEUCYLASPARTYLPROLYLLEUCYLISOLEUCYLTHREONYLALANYLLEUCYLLEUCYLGLYCYLTHREONYLPHENYLALANYLASPARTYLTHREONYLARGINYLASPARAGINYLARGINYLISOLEUCYLISOLEUCYLGLUTAMYLVALYLGLUTAMYLASPARAGINYLGLUTAMINYLGLUTAMINYLSERYLPROLYLTHREONYLTHREONYLALANYLGLUTAMYLTHREONYLLEUCYLASPARTYLALANYLTHREONYLARGINYLARGINYLVALYLASPARTYLASPARTYLALANYLTHREONYLVALYLALANYLISOLEUCYLARGINYLSERYLALANYLASPARAGINYLISOLEUCYLASPARAGINYLLEUCYLVALYLASPARAGINYLGLUTAMYLLEUCYLVALYLARGINYLGLYCYLTHREONYLGLYCYLLEUCYLTYROSYLASPARAGINYLGLUTAMINYLASPARAGINYLTHREONYLPHENYLALANYLGLUTAMYLSERYLMETHIONYLSERYLGLYCYLLEUCYLVALYTRYPTOPHYLTHREONYLSERYLALANYLPROLYLALANYLSERINE 








One of the longest place names in Britain is:





LLANFAIRPWLLGWYNGYLLGOGERYCHWYRNDROBWLLLLANTYSILIOGOGOGOCH 





LLAN - FAIR - PWLL - GWYN - GYLL - GO - GER - YCH - WYRN - DROB - WLL - LLAN - TY - SILIO - GO - GO - GOCH 





LLAN - To start off with, pronounce this section as you would do the Scottish word "clan". 





FAIR - Simply pronounce this section as you would the English word "fire", (not like you would expect to pronounce the word "fair" in English!) and change the "f" for a "v".





PWLL - Now you have been practising your "ll" sound this will be a little easier to explain. The "pw" section is pronounced like the "pu" in the English word "put". Now add the "ll" on the end as described above. Now listen to the sound file again! 





GWYN - You may have heard the Welsh name "Gwyn", well this is pronounced in exactly the same way. Just say the English word "win" and put a "g" in front of it. (pronounce the "g" as you would in the word "gone"). Easy. 





GYLL - This is a bit more tricky. First say the English word "gil" (as associated with fish!"). Then change the "l" (as in "let") to "ll" as explained above.  





GO - Looks easy doesn't it - it is! Pronounce it as you would the "go" in "gone" 





GER - Simply say the word "care" but change the "c" for a "g". 





YCH - Like the pronunciation of "ll", this is another tricky section to explain. Think of something you don't like and say "yuck". Now take the "y" from the beginning to leave "uck". Now change the "ck" to "ch" as pronounced in the Scottish word "loch". 





WYRN - This looks more complicated that it is. Just say the English word "win". 





DROB - First say the English word "draw" and then add a "b" on the end. Easy. 





WLL - You've learnt this already. Its pronounced the same as "pwll" above but without the "p". 





LLAN - Again, this is exactly the same as the "llan" at the beginning of this section. 





TY - Simply pronounce this section as you would the "t" in "twig". 





SILIO - Just say "silly - o". The "o" is pronounced as in "cot". 





GO - As above. 


GO - As above. 





GOCH - We're almost there. Simply say "go" as above, put the "ch" after it and that's it! Put it all together and keep on practising. Now there is only one question remaining


.... 


What does it mean?





Saint Mary's Church in the hollow of the white hazel near a rapid whirlpool and the Church of St. Tysilio of the red cave.





To help you to understand how we get the translation above, here is a breakdown of LLANFAIRpwllgwyngyllgogerychwyrndrobwllllantysiliogogogoch 


Saint Mary's Church in the hollow of the white hazel near a rapid whirlpool and the Church of St. Tysilio of the red cave. 


LLANFAIR - St. Mary's Church. "Llan" originally meant an "enclosure", now "church" and is usually followed by the name of a saint, in this case St. Mary. There are many places in Wales beginning with this, another example is Llangollen which means "church of St. Collen (hazel tree)". 





LlanfairPWLLgwyngyllgogerychwyrndrobwllllantysiliogogogoch 


PWLL - This is the Welsh for "hollow" 





LlanfairpwllGWYNgyllgogerychwyrndrobwllllantysiliogogogoch 


GWYN - This is the Welsh for "white" 





LlanfairpwllgwynGYLLgogerychwyrndrobwllllantysiliogogogoch 


GYLL - This comes from the Welsh for "hazel" which is "collen". 





LlanfairpwllgwyngyllgoGERychwyrndrobwllllantysiliogogogoch 


 GER - This is the Welsh "near" or "by". 





LlanfairpwllgwyngyllgogeryCHWYRNdrobwllllantysiliogogogoch 


CHWYRN - This is the Welsh for "rapid". 





LlanfairpwllgwyngyllgogerychwyrnDROBWLLllantysiliogogogoch 


DROBWLL - This comes from the word "trobwll" which is the Welsh for "whirlpool".





LlanfairpwllgwyngyllgogerychwyrndrobwllLLANTYSILIOgogogoch 


LLANTYSILIO - This comes from the words "llan" meaning "parish" and St. Tysilio. 





LlanfairpwllgwyngyllgogerychwyrndrobwllllantysiliogOGOgoch 


 OGO - This comes from the word "ogof" meaning "cave" in Welsh. 





LlanfairpwllgwyngyllgogerychwyrndrobwllllantysiliogogoGOCH 


GOCH - "Coch" in Welsh means "red". 





Some other interesting pieces of trivia about the English language are:





The longest common (i.e., likely to appear in an unabridged dictionary) word "pneumonoultramicroscopicsilicovolcanoconiosis" (45);


 


The two longest one-syllable words in English "screeched", "strengths" (9).


 


words which contain all five (or six, if you append "ly") vowels in alphabetical order "facetious", "abstemious", "annelidous", "arsenious"





words which contain all five vowels in reverse alphabetical order "duoliteral", "subcontinental", "uncomplimentary"


 


words which contain the longest strings of consonants "bergschrund", "borschts" , "eschscholtzia", "latchstring" , "weltschmerz"  


 


longest word with no repeated letters "uncopyrightable" (15)


 


sentence containing seven spellings of the [i] ("ee") sound "He believed Caesar could see people seizing the seas."


 


sentence containing nine ways the combination "ough" can be pronounced


"A rough-coated, dough-faced, thoughtful ploughman strode through the streets of Scarborough;


after falling into a slough, he coughed and hiccoughed."


 


No word in the English language rhymes with month, orange, silver or purple.


