
Stranded Whales


	
Stranded whales can be found beached anywhere along the east coast of Australia and indeed throughout the world. Here's how you can help them.

A stranded whale is one that has blundered ashore for some reason, and become beached.  They can be found anywhere along the east coast of Australia and indeed throughout the world.  If you are the first to come upon such an unfortunate creature, there are a number of things you can do to help its rescue:
The first thing you should do is contact the nearest office of the national parks or wildlife department to summon help from experienced persons.  You will need to tell them the exact location of the stranded whale and give an accurate description of its type, condition and health.  If you are unsure of the type you should take notes as to its size, body shape, colour, the size and positions of its fins, the location and number of blow holes, and whether or not the stranded whale has throat grooves.

Out of the water stranded whales will find it very difficult to maintain correct body temperature.  A rapid rise in body temperature will result in death in a few hours.  Pouring buckets of seawater over the skin will ensure it stays cool and wet. Never pour water in the blow hole!  These mammals breathe air through their blow hole and pouring water in there will cause them to drown.


Pygmy sperm whale being cared for 

Covering exposed areas of the skin with water-soaked hessian bags or something similar will help with cooling and also help prevent sunburn.  Once again, do not cover the stranded whale's blow hole !  Also, do not cover the fins, as these areas are used to lose heat from the body.

When the wildlife officers arrive, follow their instructions exactly.  They know best what to do for beached whales.

Much excitement was caused on August 18 1995 by a 4.5 metres long Minke which beached itself on the Western side of Fraser Island, towards the northern end.  It was stuck on the beach for 10 hours before National Parks and Wildlife officers were able to get it back to into deeper water with the help of many enthusiastic locals.

In July 2000 the pygmy sperm whale pictured above was rescued and swam away strongly after spending most of the day waiting for the tide to come in at one of Hervey Bay's mainland beaches.

World Heritage listed Fraser Island forms the eastern shore of Hervey Bay, a haven for migrating Minkes and Humpbacks on the coast of Queensland, Australia.


