“Officially Pronounced Dead”

Please note: The following story is paraphrased from the book “Turn Me on Dead Man: The True Story Of The Paul McCartney Death Hoax” by Andru Reeve. It is the story of how Paul McCartney supposedly died.

The story started in 1969, when Russel Gibb, a Detroit radio disc jockey announced that Paul McCartney had died. He said that evidence could be found throughout the Beatles’s songs and albums artwork. Newspapers and television reporters picked up on this quickly and the news spread across America. Another theory  is that the Beatles themselves were responsible. The idea was used as a marketing ploy to increase album sales.

In October, 1969 someone saw Paul McCartney walking across Abbey Road in bare feet on the cover of their most recent album….walking away from a grave yard. Someone suspected that this was perhaps a clue involving Paul’s death. Someone made an anonymous phone call to a Detroit radio station, and worldwide panic ensued. But Paul wasn’t dead. What did it all mean? Who was the person who started the furor? Did you ever wonder why this person never came forward and identified themselves? Did you ever wonder what those rumors and mysterious clues were really about, since Paul obviously is alive and well?

The Story is:

On a “Stupid Bloody Tuesday” night in November of 1966, Paul McCartney died. Apparently “he blew his mind out in a car. He didn’t notice that the lights had changed”. He was distracted by “Lovely Rita Meter Maid” who was “standing by a parking meter, when I (Paul) caught a glimpse of Rita, filling in a ticket in her little white book”. “Wednesday morning at 5 o’clock as the day begins” the news broke. A crowd of people stood and stared. Although they’d seen his face before, nobody was really sure who it was. His head had been severed, his hair was gone, and his teeth knocked out, which made dental records useless. The newspaper ran a story on this along with a photograph but were quickly recalled. No one ever found out who it was.

Instead of informing the public, the Beatles chose to replace Paul by holding a look alike contest to find a new Paul. The winner of this contest was William Campell, an orphan from Edinburgh, England. He had plastic surgery done to look just like Paul, but they failed to fix a scar on his upper lip from a motor cycle accident.

The plan worked perfectly. William Campell was a great musician and had a voice very similar to Paul’s. Although his voice was different, the slight change was unnoticeable to fans just listening to the albums. At the time of Paul’s death he had been going out with Jane Asher and she agreed to go along with their plan. However not too long after Paul’s death, William dumped Jane and quickly married Linda Eastman, his girlfriend before becoming Paul. While this plan was going just as the Beatles planned, they decided to put clues to Paul’s death hidden in their album covers, songs and in various places. Almost three years after Paul died, college students started finding these clues and the world found out about Paul’s death.

Fears that McCartney had died appeared several months ago when his fans began finding symbols in the lyrics of Beatle songs and on  album covers. Radio stations and newspapers have been deluged with calls asking “Is Paul dead?” Two weeks ago the Michigan Daily listed the series of lyrics, coincidences and album covers in an attempt to prove it. Eventually however they concluded that it was a false accusation. The death rumor had been denied repeatedly by various Beatles spokesmen, and Paul McCartney makes it clear that he’s fine.

The cover of the Beatles “Magical Mystery Tour” album is supposed to reveal a phone number in London, that when called, answers: “Paul is dead”. The number is 231-7346. No such number exists on the London telephone directory. Another supposed hint was the license number of a car in the picture on the cover of Abbey Road. The license Plate number expressed his would be age if he was alive. On the cover of “Sergeant Pepper’s Lonely Heart Club Band”, the Beatles are wearing uniforms, and Paul has an emblem on the sleeve saying “OPD” which some interpret to mean Officially pronounced dead.. ..but it has since been proven that the badge said “OPP” Ontario Provincial Police.

Yet another “Paul Is Dead Rumor…bites the dust!!

