Good To The Last Drop…. The Coffee Phenomenon

Whether you are in England or North America, the coffee drinking phenomena is everywhere, and it is difficult to miss it. On just about every corner, in just about any busy anglo-saxon city you are sure to find a coffee shop with at least one hundred different coffee flavours to choose from, different roasts, many kinds of cakes and pastries to accompany that good cup of coffee, and many other delicacies which go well with coffee.

But why such a fascination with coffee? Why has it become so popular?

Well, the Coffee Culture has grown into something uncontrollable, extremely popular, and one of the biggest cultures shared among the youngsters.

In this article, we’ll look at some of the trendier places to drink coffee in London, how to develop coffee expertise, and some typical coffee lingo/jargon. Also, at the end of the article there’s a caffeine addict quiz that you may want to take just to make sure you aren’t drinking too much coffee!

Where to hang out if you want to have a coffee experience in London

London is now better supplied with quality cafés (from traditional to trendy), coffee shops and pit stops than ever. If all you want is a shot of caffeine and a slice of cake, the fast growing chains Aroma, Caffé Nero, Coffee Republic, Costa and Starbucks have branches all over the center of town.

If you are looking for something a little more unique the next time you go to London, you may want to try a few of these places.

Gloriette Patisseire   128 Brompton Road, SW3 (7589 4750) Open 7am to 7pm Mon-Sat,             and Sun 9am-6pm. A tiny, cosy place in which to tuck into Austrian sweets, pastries, exquisite coffees and teas.

Star Café  22 great Chapel Street W1 (7437 8778) Open week days till 4pm, the oasis just off oxford street is a great place to try well roasted coffees, lunch salads and daily specials,


Including dozens of coffee cakes.

Photographer’s Gallery Café  5 Great Newport Street, (7831 1772) open daily till 5:30pm.

A colorful spot where you can enjoy lovely coffee, brunchy snacks and fabulous milkshakes. Here you can find wonderful photography exhibitions too.

Madison’s 171 Piccadilly, W1 (7629 4991) Open daily till 8pm. This chic little coffee house has a wide assortment of fine coffees teas, and some very imaginative food.

Coffee Gallery  23 Museum Street, WC 1 (7436 0455) open Daily till 5:30pm. Here you can find light lunches, coffee and superior cakes, tea at 3-5.30pm and great quick snacks. Closed Sundays.

Goodfellas 50 Lamb’s Conduit Street, WC1 (7405 7088) Open daily till 7pm except Sundays. Great sandwiches and an enormously popular lunchtime café, offering fantastic food great coffee and a fantastic atmosphere.

Coffee Lingo /Jargon

Like any other culture, the Coffee Culture has developed its own language, and if you want to get into the Culture….you may want to have a look at the language first.

Remember to Say…

“Cake in a Cup”: when you want double crème and double sugar in your coffee.

“Drip”: when you want  a Regular Coffee.

“Foamless”: when you don’t want foamed milk in your coffee.

“Frap/Frappuccino”: when you want a cappuccino served cold

.

“Grande”: when you want 16 ounces of coffee.

“Half -Caf”: when you want Half your coffee to be decaffeinated.

“Harmless”: when you want decaffeinated espresso.

“No Fun” : when you want a decaffeinated coffee, with no fat milk.

“Shot in the Dark”: when you want an American coffee with a shot of espresso in it.

“Skinny Harmless” when you want a non-fat, decaf coffee.

“Skinny”: when you want your milk to be low fat. 

“Tall”: when you want 12 ounces of coffee.

“Unleaded”: when you want decaf coffee.

“With Legs”: when you want a cup with handles.

“With Room”: when you want space left at the top of your cup.

“Wet”: when you only want steamed milk and not foamed.

So, here are a few of the commonly used words that you are sure to hear when you are waiting in line to order your coffee in any anglo-saxon city.

If somebody says something to you that you don’t understand, tell them you are new to the culture but you want to learn…you may get your order for free!

