Britannic,

The third of the sisters was to be named the Gigantic, but after the Titanic disaster, White Star seemed to want nothing to do with grandiloquent names. After all, big ships were avoided as much as possible. So the company went back to it's bag of names that ended with 'ic' and came up with Britannic. Not only was this a lucky name with White Star, but with the coming war, it had a patriotic ring to it too. So after the Titanic inquiries were over, work went back to usual. This time, with the direction of Thomas Andrews's successor, Edward Wilding, the flaws that were built into the Titanic were corrected. Harland and Wolff put in a double hull, and had water-tight bulkheads run to the top of the hull, letting any six compartments flood without any danger to the ship, as compared to Cunard's new Aquitania, which could survive only with a maximum of five. She was to be finished in 1913, but then the launch date pushed to 1914, and then, finally, 1915. The reason? With the United Kingdom preparing for war, all the materials that should have gone into the building of Britannic were diverted to building warships. Her maiden voyage was to be in the spring of 1915, but the First World War intervened and in November, and she was requisitioned as a hospital ship for the British Admiralty. Her nearly completed fittings were kept in place, but the fittings in the superstructure were torn out to make room for hospital berths. The Britannic participated in the Dardanelles Service in December with Olympic, Mauretania, and Aquitania. The Lusitania had been sunk in commercial service earlier that year by a German U-boat. In June 1916, the Britannic was decommissioned by the Admiralty and returned to Harland and Wolff to finish fitting out, but was called back for service in August. On November 12, 1916, Britannic began her sixth voyage after four days of finishing her fifth. She was to take the place of the Aquitania, which had suffered damages in a recent storm. On the morning of November 21 in the Kea Channel, the work shift change was at around 8. All the watertight doors had been opened to make going from one part of the ship to another easier. Just then, the ship was rocked by a tremendous explosion, and the open watertight doors could not be closed . . . the explosion had shook them off track and they were jammed. The captain tried to beach her but couldn't reach the shore in time. The captain tried to unsuccessfully to abort the premature launch of the lifeboats. The wooden lifeboats shattered upon impact with the water and the people were sucked into the churning screws just aft. They didn't stand a chance . . . the ship was racing for her life near 25 knots. The Britannic sank in shallow waters of 300 feet in 55 minutes. However, this time, due to the precautions taken that were learned from Titanic's tragic demise, only about 30 of the estimated 1,110 on board died, due mostly to the premature lifeboat launches. However, had the explosion occurred on the return voyage with wounded aboard, the loss of life would've been unthinkable. If the sinking of the Titanic wasn't bad enough to White Star, the Britannic was the final blow. White Star's parent conglomerate, the International Mercantile Marine, refused to give WSL more money for superliners. The once fabulous dream of a weekly service between the continents, catering to the rich and transporting immigrants across, had come to an irrevocable end. The Britannic today lies in relatively pristine condition, considering that she is in warm waters, and the possibility of having her raised had been a topic of interest lately. She is owned by Simon Mills, but the wreck lies in Greek waters, and Britannic is an Admiralty ship. It is unlikely that they will permit the raising of the ship (As it is a three way deal.) 

